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Welcome
Welcome to the fifth issue of The Women’s Football
Magazine.

The start of the Women's Super League season is upon us
and we could not be more excited here. There has been so
much excitement leading up to the first weekend of games
that we are like children on Christmas Eve.

There have been lots of late signings and loans across the
WSL leagues and all those changes can be found later on
in the issue.

It was great to see every club represented at the FA WSL
Media Launch. There was a buzz about the place as
players from across the leagues spoke excitedly about how
their summer training had been going. Many clubs have
seen an increase in interest since the Euros so it really is
an exciting time to be part of the women's game.

Think you know who is going to do well and who is going
to struggle? Tweet us your thoughts @womensfootiemag

Helen Rowe-Willcocks
Editor





About My Month
Well I am well and truly counting down
the days to the 22nd September! The
opening WSL1 game is going to be a
great one, what could be better than
a first game of Everton Ladies v
Liverpool Ladies?

This month it has been all about the
preparations ahead of the season
starting. We were lucky enough to be
invited to the FA's WSL media day and
it was great to be able to talk to a
number of players from the WSL
leagues on how their pre-season's have
been going and their hopes for the
season.

Straight from this I ran to the FA
Women's Football Awards which was
held at the Grosvenor House Hotel. It

was a perfect way to acknowledge the
wonderful achievements from the
Lionesses and down the leagues. It was
a brilliant night and great to see
everyone dressed up as well as catch up
with old friends and see some of our
writers too.

We have lots of exciting things ahead at
WFM and I cannot wait to share them
all with you!

We are always on the lookout for
people to join our team so if you are
interested, please get in touch!

Enjoy the issue!
Helen x
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The Big Story:
The Women's Super
League
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10 minutes with FA WSL1
Players Player of the Year,

Jordan Nobbs

Arsenal and England midfielder
Jordan Nobbs has been a key member
of both squads for a number of years.

After playing an important role at the
2017 Women's European
Championships, Nobbs is now focusing
on the new Women's Super League One
season where Arsenal are one of the
favourites to win the league.

Over the summer Arsenal Ladies have
become Arsenal Women, an important
change for the club and Nobbs believes
it is the next important step for the
women's game.

Before being named as the Player's
player of the year at the FA Women's
Football Awards, Nobbs chatted to the

WFM about the future of the game.

How much has the sport changed
since you first got involved?

I got into football through my dad, he
used to play. Unfortunately I never got
to see him play but I took on some of
his talent I think and from the age of
7 I joined a team. It has been a great
experience and I am really glad I
decided this was the way I wanted to
go. It is hard to describe how much the
game has changed. I think starting at
a young age, I never thought it would
be possible to get a professional career
out of it and when I first joined Arsenal
it is nowhere near what it is like today.
The facilities we get to use now are
incredible. It is just the best

Jordan Nobbs statistics

Position: midfielder

Arsenal appearances: 77

Goals for Arsenal: 26

Arsenal debut: In Serbia as
a second-half substitute in
a 3–1 UEFA Women's
Champions League win
over ZFK Masinac in 2010.

England appearances: 46
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and it is the only way we are going to
improve the women’s game. To say I
am a professional footballer is a dream
come true.

Arsenal have changed their title
over the summer, why do you
think this is an important
change?

I think it is our way of going to the next
level. We don’t want to forget what we
achieved as Arsenal Ladies but we also
want to contribute to the future of the
women’s game. The unity between all
teams is really important. We are ready
to start showing that we are a powerful
set of women.

Despite the disappointment of
not reaching the final at Euro
2017, how much has the

competition prepared you for the
WSL season?

We are disappointed with what
happened at the Euros but overall it
was a positive thing for the women’s
game. Experience is something we have
all gained from the competition. It was
an emotional rollercoaster but to play
that many games in that short space
of time and to play some of the best
players in Europe is so important for
developing individually and developing
as a team. The only reason the
Lionesses have risen so strongly is
because the strength in the WSL is
improving year on year. It is
competitive and it is creating an
environment where both the players
and the fans excited for the games. It is
pushing is forward on so many levels.

@womensfootiemag



"Hope Powell is going to
make such a difference" -

Vicky Ashton-Jones

WSL2 side Brighton and Hove Albion are hoping to challenge
for the title and captain Vicky Ashton-Jones believes the new

signings are the difference they need

Brighton finished the Spring Series
sixth in the league but with a new
manager taking over the squad after
being appointed in August, the Seagulls
captain is hopeful of a positive future.

Speaking at the FA WSL media day, the
30-year-old defender spoke about the
club's changes since the finish over the
Spring Series.

How has the pre-season been
going?

We have been busy building platforms
and learning as we have been going. It
has been important to get the new
players settled in to the Brighton way
of playing and trying to get ready for
the first game. A lot of pre-season is
getting ready for that first game and the
reward is when you get to the start of
the season. I think now we just want
to get started. We want to test what we
have learnt over the summer.

You mentioned the new signings,
what have they brought to the
squad?

They have strengthened the side
greatly. I have been training both with
them and against them in pre-season
and it pushes me in training. There is a
great quality we have been brought in.
In our last pre-season game we could
see the difference that they have made.

Brighton appointed Hope Powell
as head coach in August. Have
things started to change even
though she has not officially
started yet?

Hope starts with us in the coming
weeks. She has been liasing with our
assistant manager Amy Merricks and
they have had plenty of conversations
during the pre-season so that we are
all on the same page. Hope has an idea
for the direction she wants us to go in
and we are building towards what she
wants. She is going to be a massive
asset to us as a club and as a team.
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Powell has a fantastic coaching
career in the game, how excited
were you when you found out
about the appointment?

We are all so excited for her to join the
club. There is an opportunity there to
develop and learn and she has a wealth
of knowledge and experience which is
only going to benefit us massively.

Has their success into getting into
the Prem had a positive effect on
the women’s sides too?

Because we enjoyed our celebrations of
being promoted alongside the men, we
got to go the parade day and it was very
much a joint celebration. The club is
very much one squad. The board are
about making one club with different
teams under one brand and it is really

is a special place. I have been playing
for such a long time now and I really
wish I was in my 20s now. The
potential and growth over the last 10
years have been increadible. Players
can achieve great things now, the
access is so improved. There is still a
way to go but we are close.

What targets have you set for the
season?

I have personal targets for each game
but overall it is making sure in the one-
on-one situations, I am winning as
often as I can. I like to organise the
squad on the pitch and it is important
for me to make sure all the players are
happy and healthy. As a squad we are
aiming to challenge for that title. We
believe we can and we want to go out
there and prove it!

@womensfootiemag



















10 minutes with
Kirstie McGee
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Reading footballer Kirsty McGee, who
captained the side to the WSL2 title in
2015, has seen plenty of changes since
she joined the club.

Signing from Portsmouth in 2014,
McGee joined the club when the
palyers were still part-time.

With a few weeks of pre-season
remaining, the WFM got chance to
catch up with McGee to discuss her late
start to the game and her hopes for the
season ahead.

Hi Kirsty, how has the pre-season
been going?

Really well, but cannot wait to start the
season now.

When you started playing football
as a child, did you ever think
there would be a time when you
could play as your career?

I was quite a late starter to the game. I
used to play with my brother at home
but I did not join a team until I was
16. When I went to college, there was
a girls’ team there and they said about
going to training. I went along and it
went from there.

Did you ever think that you would
follow the sport and make it your
career?

No, never. It was never something I
thought about. I started playing to
make friends and keep fit.

Since joining Reading in 2014
how much have you seen change
in women’s football at the club?

The game has grown massively. At
Reading I think it is down to the men’s
teams and those associated with the
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Have you set any individual targets for the season?

For me it is to try and play as many games as possible. I want to score more goals
from the back. As a team our aim is to finish in the top four.

mens’ side of the club putting in a lot
of support and effort. When I joined it
was part time, we trained twice a week.
When you look at that compared to
now, wow what a difference. We are
now full time and are at the club pretty
much every day. When you look at the
sport as a whole, there is more
competitiveness in the leagues as well
which is great.

How much of a difference has it
made going to full time?

It has meant there have been quite a
few sacrifices. I have gone from
coaching in a full time job to putting
that to one side and going full time in
football. There is a lot of travelling for
me as well as I do not stay up in

Reading, I commute.

Opening game against
Sunderland – are you excited
about the league being in the
winter?

We have been back in pre-season and
the game is almost here. We just want
to start! I am excited for the
consistency of the games. In the
summer there were a lot of gaps. We
would play one game and then have a
few weeks off. At one point we had
three mini pre-seasons just to keep our
skill levels high. When you win and
play well, you do not want to stop but at
the same time when you lose you want
to get back out there Consistency of
games will be the biggest change.
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Captain Anneka Nuttall is ready to show the
world they are serious

Watford Ladies captain believes her
side are really going to surprise not
only the fans, but the other clubs as
well.

After finishing the WSL2 Spring Series
in eighth, the London based club have
made a number of signings
including Welsh international duo
Kylie McCarthy and Laura May
Walkley.

Before the Spring Season, there were a
number of concerns for the club that
it might be struggling with funds and
there were even rumours the clubcould
fold but the Hornets have risen from
the problems and are now ready to
compete for the WSL2 title as they start
their campaign against Millwall

Lionesses.

Before the season kicked off our editor
Helen met up with Anneka to find out
how Watford's pre-season had been
going.

How has pre-season being going?

It has been going really well. We are
very excited about this season. We
started pre-pre-season. We only had
three weeks off. It has been really full
on but we can see the change in the
squad already.

How much of an impact have the
new signings had on the squad?

There has been a wealth of experience
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come in with the new players. We have
been very selective about who we have
signed. It is not just about bringing in
numbers it is about quality.

We have really looked at the positions
we need to strengthen and it shows in
training. It is really competitive now.
Players know they really have to play
for their place, no one is safe and that is
just from bringing in these new players.
It has been really great at training.
Everyone is really hard working and
they know they have to do their best.

With so much change over the
summer, are you excited to get
the campaign started?

I cannot wait! We are going to stun
people. People are already seeing that
we are a totally different team.

What individual targets have you
set for yourself this season?

To be the best I can. Consistency is

really important for me. Being the
captain of the club you have be
supportive so my main focus is making
sure that the youth players who are
coming up into the squad have the
support they need going into the first
team of the club.

Do you think the gap between the youth
sides and the first-team squad is
getting smaller at the club now?

Absolutely. The standard that our
development squads play at is really
good. The players are always on the
brink. Young players are getting
recognised for their ability now not just
their age. If you are good enough, you
have the technical ability and you are
mentally strong enough, you will be in
the first team.

With the Lionesses doing so well
at the Euros, do you think you will
see an increase of fans at
domestic games?

Regularly now I get people, colleagues
and friends who are talking about the
game. Women’s football is everywhere
now and it can only bring good things
for us.

:: The FA Women’s Super League
season kicks-off on the weekend of the
22-24 September. For more
information on both leagues and to
purchase tickets, visit:
www.FAWSL.com
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Jodie Taylor named England Player of
the Year

Jodie Taylor was named the England
Player of the Year at the FA Women’s
Football Awards on September 8.

The ceremony which celebrates the
achievements of individuals and clubs
from the Lionesses to the Women’s
Premier League was held at the
Grosvenor House Hotel. The annual
ceremony celebrated an exciting year
for women’s football and recognised
the achievements of clubs, players, staff
and the excellent work done at the
grassroots level of the game.

The awards also highlighted the
success of The FA’s Gameplan for
Growth, launched earlier in 2017,
which aims to double participation and
the fanbase of the women’s game by

2020 and create sustained success at
elite international level.

Speaking at The FA Women’s Football
Awards Taylor said, “No way did I think
I was going to win this at all. I think
the others deserve it over me. To be
standing here with England player of
the Year is just amazing. I think once
I go home and it sinks in – to go on
the journey I have had to this – it is
unbelievable. It is an honour to play for
England and winning this just tops it
off.

“I think starting the first game [at Euro
2017] with a hat-trick, it was a hard one
to celebrate because the tournament
had only just started and we had not
achieved anything yet.
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I kind of put it to the side to focus on
the next one. To win the golden boot
was great. People were telling me that
I was in contention from game one but
there were so many things ahead, I was
not concentrating on me but the team
as a whole. It is such a long
tournament, anything can happen. I
am just glad that we were so strong.”

:: FA Women’s Football Awards credit-
Jodie Taylor was speaking at The FA
Women’s Football Awards. For the
latest news and content from the
women’s game visit thefa.com/forgirls
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Lauren Hemp awarded Young
England Player of the Year

@womensfootiemag



Lauren Hemp was named Vauxhall
England Young Player of the Year at
The FA Women’s Football Awards in
London.

Hemp beat competition from Grace
Fisk, Ellie Brazil and Aoife Mannion to
win the award at the Grosvenor House
Hotel.

The 17-year-old played an integral role
in qualifying for the UEFA Women's
U17 Championship, scoring her first
goal at a major tournament against the
Republic of Ireland. Hemp was hailed
as one of the most exciting players of
the competition.

Speaking at The FA Women’s Football
Awards, Hemp said: “It feels amazing, I
can’t believe it. I feel like all the help I
have got from my coaches and the hard
work I’ve put in myself has paid off. I
just want to keep impressing and keep
getting better.

"I can’t believe it. Just being here, in
front of my role models, I’m just trying
to take it all in. There are so many
people who I look up to, and it shows
all of my hard work is paying off. I’d
like to thank everyone who voted, as
well as my team mates – if it wasn’t
for all of them then I would not be
receiving this. I’ll put it somewhere safe
in my room that I can look to all day!”

“I just want to progress now and
keeping getting good results and
performing well. I am here with my
mum she was so happy when the result
was read out, she could not believe it.

“I am now focused on the league
season. We have had a couple of
months of pre-season and I am at that
point now where I just cannot wait to
get started.”

Baroness Sue Campbell, Head of
Women’s Football at The Football
Association said: “It has been a
landmark year for women’s football in
England. We’ve seen the Lionesses
capture the imagination of the nation,
a record crowd at the SSE Women’s FA
Cup Final, the excitement of a final day
decider in The FA WSL Spring Series
and growing participation numbers. All
of this has been underpinned by the
announcement of FA’s new women’s
strategy Gameplan for Growth, which
we believe will transform the future of
the women’s game.

:: FA Women’s Football Awards credit-
Lauren Hemp was speaking at The FA
Women’s Football Awards. For the
latest news and content from the
women’s game visit thefa.com/forgirls

@womensfootiemag













Lionesses keen to put
Euro 2017 semi-final

disappointement
behind them
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As the England players meet up for the
first time since the Women’s European
Championships there is a very clear
message – the only way is forward.

Talking to the players it is clear to see
that disappointment is still a clear
feature amongst the players but they all
know that now they have to focus on
their next goal.

The Lionesses face Russia September
19 in their first 2019 World Cup
qualifier and whilst the Euro semi-final
defeat against the Netherlands is still
very fresh in the minds of everyone
involved with the squad, there is also
an excitement to get back to playing
their best.

There has been a number of players
changing domestic squads with Lucy
Bronze and Toni Duggan flying back
from Olympique Lyon and Barcelona
respectively but the squad are looking
forward to starting a new campaign.

The Lionesses success in the

Netherlands this summer has had a
massive impact in a number of areas.
Women’s Super League sides are
hoping for an increase in support at
matches, the semi-final game saw four
million people tune in and England
have moved up to third in the world
rankings overtaking France and
Canada.

Speaking after being awarded the
England Player of the Year at the FA
Women’s Football Awards at the
Grosvenor House Hotel on September
8, Jodie Taylor admitted that she was
still disappointed at how they left the
competition in August. The Arsenal
forward said: “We were disappointed.
We genuinely believed we could win
the tournament especially as the games
were going. We really believed that it
was our time. To get beat by Holland,
they deserved it, but it was hard. The
fact that we went away from that so
disappointed shows how far we have
come. In the World Cup we were happy
to get the semi-final, now we want
more.”

Looking forward to Russia and there
have been a number/ couple of squad
changes made by manager Mark
Sampson. All but two of the 23-player
Euro 2017 squad have been named by
Sampson. Goalkeeper Karen Bardsley
misses out through injury – the
32-year-old fractured her fibula in the
quarter-final win over France – and
Alex Scott announced her retirement
last week.

As well as the 21 players who travelled
to Holland there are also call-ups for
Liverpool captain Gemma Bonner,
Arsenal striker Danielle Carter,
Birmingham City defender Jessica
Carter, Reading goalkeeper Mary Earps
and Manchester City forward
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"The team will take a lot of belief
from the results and learn from
what was a fantastic experience."

Melissa Lawley.

Euros golden boot winner Jodie Taylor,
who was recently named England
Player of the Year, is expected to start
up front and it is unlikely Sampson will
make any major changes from the
squad which faced the Netherlands
back in August.

Sampson said: “The Euros were a great
learning experience for us, with four
wins, one defeat and reaching a second
consecutive major championship semi-
final. The team will take a lot of belief
from the results and learn from what
was a fantastic experience.

“Now we look forward to our World
Cup qualification campaign.

As we begin against the second seeds
in the group, it's a tough start. We will
prepare well next week with the aim of
getting off to a winning start against
Russia in Tranmere.”

The Lionesses will also face Bosnia &
Herzegovina at Banks’s Stadium,
Walsall (Friday 24 November),
Kazakhstan at Weston Homes
Community Stadium, Colchester
(Tuesday 28 November) and Wales
(date TBC) in their World Cup
qualifying campaign, with the 2019
finals to be held in France.

::Lionesses play Russia on September
19 at Prenton Park, Tranmere (7pm
KO) Tickets can be bought via
www.TheFA.com/Tickets

Goalkeepers: Siobhan
Chamberlain, Mary Earps,
Carly Telford
Defenders: Laura Bassett,
Gemma Bonner, Millie Bright,
Lucy Bronze, Jessica Carter,
Alex Greenwood, Steph
Houghton, Demi Stokes, Casey
Stoney
Midfielders: Isobel
Christiansen, Jade Moore,
Jordan Nobbs, Jo Potter, Jill
Scott, Fara Williams Forwards:
Karen Carney, Danielle Carter,
Toni Duggan, Fran Kirby,
Melissa Lawley, Nikita Parris,
Jodie Taylor, Ellen White
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